EPISODES   OF  THE   GBEAT   WAR        [1915

the other was to make a circuit to the north and move
up the Aghyl Dere against the northern flanks of
Koja Chemen. The right wing of the new landing
force was to link up with the Anzacs' left. But the
operation was doomed to failure. On a day of
pitiless heat, one of the hottest yet experienced in
that torrid summer, the advance began, but the
left wing was held up in difficult country, and by the
time contact was made both columns were exhausted.
On the following day the advance was resumed, but
again the left made little progress. On the 9th
results were better, and for half an hour our most
advanced troops, having scaled Hill Q, looked down
on the great white road to the east which threaded
the peninsula, and which now was crowded with
Turkish convoys, and beyond it to the blue waters
of the Straits. It was a sight that no British
soldier had seen since that day in April, the first
of the landing, when the Australian vanguard had
gazed on the Dardanelles. But the ground could not
be maintained. A shower of high-explosive shell
descended on the trenches on the summit. It was
followed by a rush of Turkish supports, and before
our line could be consolidated we had been driven
back from the crest. It was not until the 12th that
the Anzacs at last obtained touch with the right wing
of the Suvla Bay force. The Anzac advance had
been a glorious but costly enterprise.

We turn now to the fortunes of the Suvla landing.

When the transports set sail after dusk it was to a

destination unknown to all save the Staff.   About

9.30 p.m. the ships, showing no lights, entered the
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